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Presentation Notes
In the RICC or Rural Integrated Community Clerkship, students spend 9 months of their third and final year in family medicine practices that are spread throughout rural central and southern Alberta and Yellowknife.  The students are connected to the ‘mother ship’ in Calgary during weekly academic half days using the internet and web-conferencing technology using Elluminate as our software. This year we have 17 students in 9 sites ranging from the Crowsnest Pass in deep Southern Alberta to Yellowknife in the Northwest Territories.  There are 16 Primary Preceptors, who are responsible for the day-to-day instruction and well being of the students as well as more than 150 other physicians who are involved in in teaching.The need for preceptor support was recognized early on.  Centralized courses, located in southern Alberta are offered at least twice/year, but distances of up to 3500 km round trip make these courses challenging to attend.   Therefore we are piloting the FM POD program to bring faculty development to the using the same distance learning platforms that work well for the clerks’ academic development.60 sec
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• Communication with the program? 

• Teaching of learners and patients? 

• Continuing medical education? 

• Efficiency? 

Will preceptor access to a 
centrally updated mobile device 
improve: 
 



Method 
• Central server, using WebDav, secure 

site, controlled by program director 

• Preceptors supplied with iPads and 
$25 iTunes gift card - required to 
purchase GoodReader ($4.99) 

• Equivalent to budget for textbooks 

• 10 preceptors had a 1 hour orientation 
to the iPad 

• One - button sync set-up - in person for 
8, documents sent for 10. 
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Demo . . . . 



Evaluation 

• Quantitative - MCQ quiz before and after 

• 30 questions in 10 minutes 

• Qualitative survey after 9 months use 



Results - Quiz 

t=-1.5; p=0.160 



Results - Survey (17 
respondents) 



On average, how many times a week did you use the iPad to 
teach/learn? 



On average, how many hours/day did you use the iPad? 



How many medical apps do you own? 



What type of apps do you own? 



How did you use the iPad? 



How difficult was it to learn to access the information of the 
iPad? 



My current comfort level with the following tasks is... 



Was there anything you learned from this device that was 
unexpected? 

- “It’s ability to interact with other 
devices” 

- “It can’t be broken; overcome the 
fear and just use it.” 

- “Unable to access some programs, 
such as our calendar” 

- “Dropbox file sharing - handy” 

- “How you can edit documents in 
GoodReader!” 

- “Great functionality in general 
practice” 



The access to a centrally updated mobile device (iPad)… 



The following applications/elements helped me to improve my 
teaching: 



The access to a centrally updated mobile device (iPad) 
helped to improve CME through: 



Overall, how satisfied are you with the iPad for . . . 



Would you recommend the program to another colleague in 
your practice? 



• Communication with the program? 

• Teaching of learners and patients? 

• Continuing medical education? 

• Efficiency? 

Will preceptor access to a 
centrally updated mobile device 
improve: 
 



Other applications 

• Global Health 

• Departmental communication 

• Residency communication 

• etc. 



Tablets: Toys AND 
Tools! 



Questions? 
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