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Learning Objectives 

By the end of the session participants will be able to 

1. List educational innovations that can effectively be 
used in a distance learning environment. 

2. Describe how to effectively gather and use student 
feedback. 

3. List challenges and potential solutions in 
administering a decentralized clerkship which is spread 
over a large geographic area. 



Keeping it Simple 

Historically FM Clerkship has been very highly rated 

Clarifying what needs to be learnt 

Delivering content using adult, active learning 
techniques 

Clarifying what will be measured and how 

Measuring student performance and providing 
feedback  



Addressing our challenges 

Standardization 

Communication 

Quality Control 

 



5 

Family Medicine Clerkship  

6-Week clerkship 

Ambulatory focus 

31 training sites in WWAMI region  

20 + WRITE sites (Total of 50+ training sites) 

One student at most sites during each rotation.  
Maximum two students per rotation. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The clerkship is 6 weeks in length.  We have 24 different training sites spanning the 5 state WWAMI region.  The sites cater to somewhat unique patient populations - as you can see from the short site descriptions in your scheduling handbook - some sites exclusively serve native American populations -such as anchorage, other sites serve large immigrant populations - Renton Valley - a large Russian population, SeaMar large Latino population .  Other sites have satellite rotations i.e. Yakima students spend one week in Toppenish at the Yakima Indian Health Center.

Exposure to all ages including newborns, children, adolescents, adults and the geriatric pop.  Patient’s SES vary significantly most sites serving a mix of Medicaid, and private insurance.



  

The five WWAMI states make up 27% of the U.S. land mass 
but contain only 3.4% of the country’s population. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The five WWAMI states make up 27% of the U.S. land mass but contain only 3.3% of the country’s population.”
 
FYI: Suzanne has the WWAMI population percentage in a number of her slides.  The population number has increased from 3.3 to 3.4.
 
“The five WWAMI states make up 27% of the U.S. land mass but contain only 3.4% of the country’s population.”
 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
31 year round Teaching Sites (7) greater Seattle area; (12) Rest of Washington; (3) Wyoming; (3) Alaska; (4) in Montana (2) Idaho
21 WRITE sites in 2012 Washington(6); Wyoming(2); Alaska(3); Montana(7); Idaho(3)

203 Students (2011-12 school year)
(49) greater Seattle area; (75) Rest of Washington; 
(17) Wyoming; (10) Alaska (31) Montana (21) Idaho

* 242 slots available for 2012-13 school year





What is the approximate land route 
distance from the eastern most to the 

western most teaching site of UWSOM 

A) 2000 miles 

B) 2500 miles 

C) 3500 miles 

D) Over 4000 miles 
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Clerkship Curriculum 

Daily interactions with patients working one-on-
one with preceptors and senior residents 

FMCases (No required textbook) 

ARTE and PCC 

Professionalism 

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
33 interactive virtual patient cases encompass the learning objectives of the STFM’s Family Medicine Clerkship Curriculum. 
Students are recommended to complete the 33 FmCases + 7 additional CLIPP / SIMPLE cases.
End of rotation exam based entirely on these cases
Faculty can get CME credits for completing FM Cases




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Promoted as “formal curriculum”
FmCases Content areas
Assignment Tracker links curricular content areas to FmCases / CLIPP / SIMPLE




Clinical CEX 
Effective Patient Centered Care 

 

 Online videos, learning 
modules and readings 

 Students are required to 
have at least 4 patient 
encounters observed and 
get feedback based on the 
form  

 Mini CEX: Patient 
Centered Care 
Observation form    



Webinars 

Orientation Webinar 
Common orientation  

Clerkship Syllabus 

Resiliency / Strategies for success 

EHR Orientation 

Grading 

Clinical Reasoning and Test Skills Webinar 

We use Adobe Connect + Teleconference 



Webinars 

Orientation Webinar 

Using RW Poll 

We go over each of the 14 questions. 

We ask students to discuss their responses, identify the 
correct response and discuss the bio-medical rationale as 
well as the test taking skills relevant to the question. 

There is a brief survey at the end of the Webinar as well as 
time for any further questions 

Jamie Cheek PhD (UWSOM Learning Specialist) also 
attends this Webinar 

 







Mid and End of Clerkship 
Feedback 

 Students meet with site 
directors in weeks 3 and 6 to 
review: 
 Grade anchors and grading 

criteria 

 Specific feedback on strengths 
and areas for improvement 

 Curricular progress in:  

 ARTE 

 PCC 

 FmCases 

 Professionalism  



Faculty and Site Development 
End of Quarter Meetings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
4 days of faculty development workshops each year (End of Quarter meetings)
 Active Steering Committee 
 Meetings are very well attended and received




Professionalism Awards 
 Student Professionalism Award 

 

 Faculty and Staff Professionalism 
Award 

 

Student Professionalism 
nominees recognized at  
Faculty EOQ meeting 



Clerkship Site Visits 







Challenges 
 Expanding class size 

 Finding and keeping sites 

 Keeping faculty updated and knowledgeable of  
curriculum 

 Standardizing curriculum across sites 

 Maintaining sufficient staffing in Clerkship Office 

 



Successes 

 Highly rated by students 

 No student failures 

 Greater efficiency though technical innovations 

 Successful quarterly meetings 
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Questions? 

Jeanne Cawse-Lucas, MD 
CAWSE@UW.EDU 
 
 
Misbah Keen, MD 
MKEEN@UW.EDU 
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